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Today the Internet is part of a multiplicity of discourses arising from Its many
different potentlial uses: as a new Infrastructure, as an Independent and/or
supplementary news medium, as a new kind of marketplace and centerless
commerclal network, as a medium for private and quasl-private communlcation
between two or more Individuals (emall/gossip/chat), as a meeting place for sub-
cultures with common Interests, as an archive of knowledge, as an educational
medium, as a dynamlic resource for research, as an entertalnment medium (net
games, cyber flctlon), and as a paradigmatic technology. By these means the net
makes Its mark on our understanding of the relatlonship between the local and the
global. Political power can be exerclsed and democratic processes developed with the
mere intervention of a modem. The need for participation and community might be
satisfled equally as well In electronically mediated transmission as In personal
conversation and physical presence-indeed, perhaps better?

At the conference we will focus on the Importance of the Internet In public commun-
ication, and we will discuss how It Is at all possible to understand meanings and
functions tied to the Internet Iin modern soclety.

On the one hand, the followling questions will be discussed: What |s the Importance of
the Internet for the structures of soclety today-for the relationship between the
citizen, the experts, the politiclans and public officlals, and the different branches of
the national and International public spheres. What role does the Internet play In
respect to the other-printed and electronlc-media? And what effect, If any, do the
existing medla have on the new media?

On a reflexive level, some other kinds of questions arlse concerning the actual
approach to examining and understanding the net and digltal space. To what extent
are we bound by the categorizations of modern soclety when we speak of the net as a
"new, better, and more effective” possibllity for "supporting” communlcation and
actlon? What happens If we et go of these well-known categorizations and Instead
ask which transformational processes result from using the Internet. One might ask,
for example, how the Increasing degree of Interaction in the simulated worlds of the
Internet change our experience of what s real. In short, one should not just ask what
the net can do for us, but also what It can do to us. This question may be just as
relevant In respect to the behavioral patterns of soclal groups-for Instance, chat
groups-or In respect to predominant conceptions of political possibilities. At this
reflexive level [t becomes meaningful to ask: How can the use of the net transform
pur dally lives and soclo-cultural self-conceptions, and how do we find this out?



